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LIMITED OFFICIAL USE DAMASCUS 2075 

E.O. 11652: N/A 
TAGS: SNAR, SY 

SUB J : INTERNATIONAL NARCOTICS TRAINING 

REF: STATE 116155 

1. WE NOW RELUCTANTLY RESIGNED TO SYRIAN NONPARTICIPATION 
IN PRESENT TRAINING COURSE. IT IS STILL UNCLEAR WHETHER 
NONPARTICIPATION REPRESENTS CONSCIOUS, VERY HIGH-LEVEL 
POLICY DECISION OR MERELY USUAL GLACIAL PACE OF SARG 
BUREAUCRATIC PROCESS WHEN ACTION BETWEEN MINISTRIES 
REQUIRED. HOUR BEST IUDGEMENT, HOWEVZR, IS THAT BUREAUCRATIC 
DELAYS WERE RESPONSIBLE.O 

2. EMBASSY GREATLY APPRECIATES ASSISTANCE AND 
UNDERSTANDING OF US CUSTOMS AND DEPARTMENT IN THIS 
MATTER. IN VIEW VERY STRONG INTEREST BY SYRIAN 
CUSTOMS DIRECTOR, WE RECOMMEND THAT SYRIA BE INCLUDED 
IN EXT APPROPRIATE NARCOTICS/CUSTOMS TRAINING OR 
TRAVEL PROGRAM.H 
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